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‘rrom Death to Liie” An easter Devotiondl

As we approach the season of Easter, our hearts are drawn to
the profound and transformative narrative that unfolds in this
week which culminates in the crucifixion and the triumphant
resurrection of Jesus Christ. This devotional, "From Death to
Life," invites you to embark on a journey through the pivotal
moments of the Easter story, exploring the depths of the love of
Christ, the resilience of hope, and His victory that resonates
through the ages and inspires His church.

As the contemporary church, we often focus on the death and
resurrection of Jesus at this time of year, realities that mark the
Christian faith in the most profound way. We can often
mistakenly speak of Easter as the culmination of the Gospel,
and yet it is through the lens of the life, death and resurrection
of Jesus that we continue to live in light of. The context of
FHaster week immerses us in the story of redemption and invites
us to dwell on the teaching and actions of Jesus in His final week
on earth, gleaning eternal truth as He models how we should
continue His work.

As we journey through 'From Death to Life,' may our hearts
resonate with the profound truths of Easter. May the crucifixion
deepen our appreciation for God's love and the resurrection
morning ignite 1n us an unwavering hope and joy. Let this
devotional be a guide, leading us to embrace the resurrected life
—a life marked by forgiveness, freedom, and an unshakeable
confidence in the victory we have through our risen Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ.
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The Tnumphal Entry: A Call to Surrender

Palm Sunday

As we reflect on the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, we
find ourselves at the threshold of Holy Week, a journey leading us to
the cross and ultimately to the triumph of the Resurrection. The
account in Mark 11:1-11 unveils a profound narrative that beckons
us to examine our hearts, ponder our allegiance, and consider the
depth of surrender required to follow the King of kings.

1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and
Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples
2 and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and
immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which
no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to
you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, “The Lord has need of it
and will send it back here immediately.” ” 4 And they went
away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and
they untied it. 5 And some of those standing there said to
them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 And they told
them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 7 And they
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he
sat on it. 8 And many spread their cloaks on the road, and
others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields.
9 And those who went before and those who followed were
shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father
David! Hosanna in the highest!”

11 And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And
when he had looked around at everything, as it was already
late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.



The scene unfolds with Jesus instructing two of His disciples to
fetch a colt in the nearby village. This seemingly ordinary task holds
significant symbolism, signifying the fulfilment of messianic
prophecies (Zechariah 9:9). Jesus, the long-awaited Messiah, chooses
a humble colt instead of a majestic steed, embodying the humility of
His mission. This deliberate choice challenges our preconceived
notions of power and authority, reminding us that God's ways often
defy human expectations. The disciples' encounter with the colt's
owners also wonderfully demonstrates the beautiful simplicity of
obedience. When questioned about untying the colt, their response
echoes a profound but simple truth: "The Lord has need of it." In a
wortld fixated on possession and control, this declaration invites us to
examine our own lives. What areas of our hearts and lives are tied
up, resisting the call of the Lord? Are we willing to release them,
recognising that He has a purpose for everything He asks of us? Are
we willing to ask the question, “Why not me?” when our most
immediate response would be the opposite?

As Jesus makes His way into Jerusalem, the crowd erupts in joyous
celebration. The atmosphere is charged with anticipation and
jubilation as the people spread their cloaks and palm branches on the
road, shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord!" The term "Hosanna" means "save us," reflecting the
people's deep yearning for deliverance. In their exuberance, they
acknowledge Jesus as the fulfilment of their hopes and dreams.
Their Messiah. Their Rescuer. The symbolism of the palm branches
is significant. In ancient times, they were associated with victory and
triumph. By waving palm branches, the crowd expresses their
recognition of Jesus as a conquering King, yet the true nature of His
kingship remains veiled to them. He is not the earthly king they
expected, but a Saviour ushering in a spiritual kingdom on earth. The
fervent cries of the crowd raise a question for us today: In our
moments of celebration and recognition of Jesus, do we truly
understand the nature of His kingship in our lives? Are we willing to



surrender our expectations and embrace His divine plan, even when
it deviates from our limited understanding?

The journey of surrender continues as Jesus enters the temple,
surveying the state of affairs. His scrutiny serves as a reminder that
surrender is not a one-time event but an ongoing process. Just as He
cleansed the temple of its impurities, Jesus desires to purify our
hearts and lives. As we walk with Him through Holy Week, let us
allow His gaze to penetrate our souls, revealing areas that need
cleansing, healing, and transformation.

The triumphant entry into Jerusalem concludes with Jesus retiring to
Bethany with the twelve. This quiet departure contrasts with the
clamour of the crowd, emphasising the personal and intimate nature
of our journey with Christ. In the midst of the public spectacle,
Jesus invites us to retreat with Him, to commune with Him in the
stillness, and to deepen our understanding of His mission. As we
embark on this journey through Holy Week, let us heed the call to
surrender. Like the disciples who sought out the colt with the simple
acknowledgment that the Lord had need of it, may we release every
aspect of our lives into the hands of the Saviour. In our moments of
celebration, may we recognise Jesus as the true King of our hearts,
surrendering our expectations at His feet. And in the quiet moments,
may we allow His gaze to purity and transform us, drawing us closer
to the heart of the One who triumphantly entered Jerusalem for our
sake.
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THE FIG TREE AND THE

CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE




The Fig Tree and the Cleansing of the
lemple: Lessons in Authenticity anc
Devotion

Holy Monday

The Gospel accounts of the cursing of the fig tree and the cleansing
of the temple by Jesus present us with a profound tapestry of
lessons that resonate with timeless truths. As we delve into Mark
11:12-19, we are invited to explore the depths of authenticity in our
relationship with God and the call to cultivate a genuine devotion
that transforms our hearts and lives.

12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was
hungry. 13 And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went
to see if he could find anything on it. When he came to it, he
found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.

14 And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you
again.” And his disciples heard it.

15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and
began to drive out those who sold and those who bought in the
temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers
and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 16 And he would not
allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. 17 And he
was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My
house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But
you have made it a den of robbers.” 18 And the chief priests
and the scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him,
for they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at
his teaching. 19 And when evening came they went out of the
city.



The narrative begins with Jesus and His disciples approaching a fig
tree in leaf, expecting to find fruit. However, despite its promising
appearance, the tree is barren. Jesus, in an unexpected gesture, curses
the fig tree, proclaiming, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again."
This seemingly harsh action may raise questions of surprise about
Jesus' purpose, as it appears incongruent with His usual compassion
and love. Yet, upon closer examination, we discover that this act is a
symbolic expression of judgment, a prophetic statement about the
spiritual fruitlessness of the religious leaders and the unproductive
nature of hypocrisy. The fig tree serves as a metaphor for our lives.
Are we, like the barren tree, presenting an outward appearance of
spiritual vitality while lacking the substance of true devotion? Jesus
desires genuine fruitfulness, not just the leaves that camouflage the
emptiness within. It challenges us to reflect on the authenticity of
our faith and to cultivate a life that bears the fruit of righteousness,
love, and compassion demonstrating the life of God enabling us to
bear fruit.

Moving from the fig tree to the temple, we witness Jesus' righteous
indignation as He confronts the corruption within. The temple,
meant to be a house of prayer had become a marketplace where
financial transactions overshadowed the sacredness of worship.
Jesus, with zeal for His Father's house, overturns tables and evicts
the money changers, declaring, "My house shall be called a house of
prayer for all the nations, but you have made it a den of robbers.”
This act of cleansing the temple 1s a powerful call to examine the
state of our hearts and the authenticity of our worship. Are we, like
the money changers, allowing worldly concerns and distractions to
take precedence over our reverence for God? Jesus challenges us to
prioritise true worship, turning our hearts continually towards him in
devotion. The response of the religious leaders to Jesus' actions is
notable. Instead of acknowledging the need for repentance and
transformation, they plot to destroy Him. The presence of Jesus
exposes the darkness within, and the contrast between His righteous



ways and their corrupt practices incites fear. It serves as a stark
reminder that genuine devotion and authenticity in our relationship
with God may face opposition, but the pursuit of righteousness is
worth the cost.

As evening falls, Jesus and His disciples leave the city, leaving us with
a poignant lesson about the transient nature of worldly pursuits. The
hustle and bustle of the marketplace contrast with the peace that
comes from a sincere connection with God. In the quiet moments,
away from the noise of commerce and the schemes of man, we find
the true fulfilment that comes from dwelling in the presence of the
Almighty.

In conclusion, the fig tree and the cleansing of the temple serve as
profound lessons in authenticity and devotion. The barren fig tree
challenges us to cultivate a life of genuine fruitfulness, while the
cleansing of the temple urges us to prioritise authentic worship and
prayer in our hearts. As we journey through this week, may we heed
these timeless teachings, allowing them to shape our character,
deepen our devotion, and draw us closer to the heart of our Saviour,
who longs for authentic, fruit-bearing disciples.
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he Parable of the Vineyard: [L.essons of
Accountapllity and Redemption

Holy Tuesday

In the heart of Jerusalem, amidst a diverse crowd that included
Pharisees, Sadducees, and various Jewish religious leaders, Jesus
began to share a parable that would not only captivate their attention
but also pierce their hearts. Mark 12:1-12 unfolds the narrative of a
vineyard, its tenants, and a beloved son—a powerful teaching with
profound lessons of accountability, redemption, and the divine plan
of salvation.

1 And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a
vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a pit for the
winepress and built a tower, and leased it to tenants and went
into another country. 2 When the season came, he sent a
servant to the tenants to get from them some of the fruit of the
vineyard. 3 And they took him and beat him and sent him away
empty-handed. 4 Again he sent to them another servant, and
they struck him on the head and treated him shamefully. 5 And
he sent another, and him they killed. And so with many others:
some they beat, and some they killed. 6 He had still one other,
a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will
respect my son.” 7 But those tenants said to one another, “This
is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be
ours.”’ 8 And they took him and killed him and threw him out
of the vineyard. 9 What will the owner of the vineyard do? He
will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to
others. 10 Have you not read this Scripture: “ “The stone that
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 11 this was
the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes’?” 12 And
they were seeking to arrest him but feared the people, for they
perceived that he had told the parable against them. So they
left him and went away.



The parable commences with a landowner who, after planting a
vineyard, takes great care to protect and enhance its productivity. He
constructs a fence, digs a winepress pit, and erects a tower—a
meticulous preparation that highlights the value he places on the
vineyard. Entrusting its care to tenants, the landowner departs for
another country. As the season for fruit approaches, the landowner
sends servants to collect the rightful produce. Shockingly, the tenants
respond with violence. The first servant is beaten and sent away
empty-handed. Undeterred, the landowner sends more servants,
each met with escalating mistreatment, including shame and even
death. The tenants' actions reveal a growing rebellion against the
rightful owner, an audacious defiance rooted in greed and a
misguided belief that the vineyard could be theirs. In a move filled
with grace and hope, the landowner sends his beloved son,
anticipating that the tenants would respect him. However, the wicked
tenants see an opportunity to seize the inheritance. Blinded by their
desire for ownership, they conspire to kill the heir and claim the
vineyard as their own. The parable crescendos to a tragic climax as
the beloved son 1s killed and thrown out of the vineyard.

The implications of this story appear clear and shocking, resonating
with the human condition and God's redemptive plan. The rejection
and mistreatment of the servants mirror the history of God's
messengers, the prophets, who faced persecution and rejection from
the people they were sent to. The arrival of the beloved son points
unmistakably to Jesus Himself, whose sacrificial death was foretold
in this poignant narrative. In verses 10-11, Jesus quotes Psalm 118,
presenting an image of the rejected stone becoming the cornerstone.
This reference to the Messiah as the cornerstone echoes throughout
the Scriptures and carries profound significance. The rejection of
Jesus, the cornerstone of salvation, by the religious leaders is both
tragic and prophetic. It serves as a pivotal moment in God's plan,
where the rejection becomes the means of redemption, and the
rejected one becomes the foundation of a new covenant. The



religious leaders, understanding the implications of the parable, feel
the weight of its indictment. They recognise that Jesus has unveiled
their rebellion, their refusal to acknowledge the messengers of God,
and their impending rejection of the Beloved Son, Jesus Himself.
Fearing the people and perhaps grappling with a twinge of
conviction, they refrain from arresting Him at that moment.

As we meditate on this parable, we are confronted with essential
truths. Firstly, it prompts us to examine our hearts, recognising any
rebellion or resistance to God's messengers and His ultimate
revelation in Jesus Christ. Secondly, it underscores the incredible
depth of God's love and grace in sending His Son for our
redemption. The rejected stone has become the cornerstone of our
faith, anchoring us in the hope of salvation. Finally, this parable
challenges us to be faithful stewards of the vineyard entrusted to us
—the wortld, our lives, and the message of the Gospel. Just as the
tenants were held accountable for their actions, we too will be called

to give an account of how we have responded to God's messengers
and His Son.

May the Parable of the Vineyard inspire us to cultivate hearts of
humility, repentance, and obedience. Let us recognise the
cornerstone in Jesus Christ and build our lives on the solid
foundation of His love, grace, and redemption. In doing so, we
participate in the unfolding of God's marvellous plan, echoing the
words of the psalmist: "This was the Lord's doing, and it is
marvellous in our eyes."
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[he Betrayal of Jesus: A lragic lale of
Choices and Redemption

Spy Wednesday

In the shadow of the approaching Feast of Unleavened Bread,
commonly known as the Passover, a sinister plot unfolds. Mark
14:1-11 reveals a clandestine arrangement between Judas Iscariot and
the chief priests, marking the beginning of the tragic events that
would lead to the betrayal and arrest of Jesus. As we delve into this
sobering narrative, we find profound lessons on the weight of
choices, the influence of darkness, and the boundless redemption
that flows from the grace of God.

1 It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of
Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the scribes were
seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him, 2 for they
said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar from the
people.” 3 And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon
the leper, as he was reclining at table, a woman came with an
alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she
broke the flask and poured it over his head. 4 There were some
who said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment
wasted like that? 5 For this ointment could have been sold for
more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” And
they scolded her. 6 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do
you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 7 For
you always have the poor with you, and whenever you want,
you can do good for them. But you will not always have me.

8 She has done what she could; she has anointed my body
beforehand for burial. 9 And truly, I say to you, wherever the



gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done
will be told in memory of her.”

10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the
chief priests in order to betray him to them. 11 And when they
heard it, they were glad and promised to give him money. And
he sought an opportunity to betray him.

The religious leaders, gripped by fear and jealousy, sought a way to
eliminate Jesus. Despite His teachings that resonated with the people
and His miraculous works that testified to His divine authority, the
chief priests and scribes were blinded by their pride and worldly
ambitions. Their hearts, hardened against the truth, were consumed
by a desire for power and control. In their pursuit of darkness, they
found an unexpected ally—Judas Iscariot.

Satan, the adversary, seized the opportunity to infiltrate the heart of
one of Jesus' closest companions. The entrance of Satan into Judas
(Luke 22:3) 15 a chilling moment that reminds us of the ongoing
spiritual battle surrounding us. Even those in close proximity to the
Light can be susceptible to the whispers of darkness. It serves as a
stark warning to guard our hearts and minds against the subtle
schemes of the enemy. Judas, under the influence of the evil one,
approached the chief priests with a proposal. His decision to betray
Jesus was not merely a momentary lapse in judgment; it was a
culmination of choices, a gradual descent into betrayal fuelled by
greed, disappointment, and a misguided understanding of Jesus'
mission. The lure of thirty pieces of silver became the price tag for
treachery. The chief priests, delighted by the prospect of
apprehending Jesus away from the crowds, readily agreed to Judas'
plan and promised him the coveted payment. The collaboration
between Judas and the religious authorities paints a grim picture of
the consequences when human hearts are swayed by the darkness of
sin and self-interest.



Yet, woven into this dark tapestry is a profound truth—the
unfolding of God's redemptive plan. The betrayal, though
orchestrated by evil intentions, becomes a pivotal moment in the
grand narrative of salvation. As we navigate the complexities of this
narrative, we are reminded that even in the darkest hour, God's
sovereign hand is at work, turning the tragic choices of humanity
into a canvas for redemption to be painted. Judas, in his surrender to
darkness, unwittingly became a part of God's divine plan. His
actions, while steeped in betrayal, set the stage for the ultimate act of
redemption—the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. The very act
intended to bring harm became the means by which God reconciled
humanity to Himself. The betrayal of Jesus, though heartbreaking,
became a conduit for the outpouring of grace and mercy.

As we reflect on this narrative, we are compelled to examine the
state of our hearts. Are there areas of our lives where the whispers
of darkness seek entrance? Are we, like Judas, enticed by the allure
of worldly gain, veering away from the path of righteousness? The
story of Judas invites us to pause, reflect, and seek the cleansing and
transforming power of God's grace. In the midst of this solemn
narrative, we find hope. The betrayal, arrest, and crucifixion of Jesus
were not the end of the story. The Resurrection would follow,
ushering in a new era of redemption and reconciliation. The grace
of God, boundless and unfathomable, reaches into the depths of
our brokenness and offers the promise of renewal.

As we journey through Mark 14:1-11, may our hearts be stirred with
gratitude for the redemption that flows from the cross. May we
guard against the subtle schemes of the enemy, choosing instead the
path of righteousness and surrender to God's transformative grace.
In the shadow of betrayal, may we find the radiant light of
redemption, pointing us to the cross and the ultimate victory of our
Saviour.



MAUNDY THURSDAY

THE MANDATE OF LOVE




1The Mandate of Love: L.essons from the
HumMble Servant

Maundy Thursday

As we approach the poignant scene of the Last Supper in John
13:1-17, we enter into a sacred moment known as Maundy Thursday.
The term "Maundy" is derived from the Latin word "mandatum,"
meaning "command." It is on this night that Jesus issues a profound
commandment to His disciples—one that transcends time and
echoes through the ages: "A new command I give you: Love one
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another" (John
13:34, NIV). This mandate of love 1s inseparably woven into the
framework of the Lord’s Supper and demonstrated through a
powerful act of humble service.

1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that
his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father,
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to
the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3 Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands,
and that he had come from God and was going back to God,

4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and
taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came
to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?”
7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not
understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter
said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered
him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.”

9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my
hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has



bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is
completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.’
11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said,
“Not all of you are clean.”

b

12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer
garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you
understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher
and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash
one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you
also should do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say
to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a
messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know
these things, blessed are you if you do them.

Before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus, fully aware that His hour had
come to depart from this world, gathered with His disciples. The
backdrop is ominous as the devil influences Judas Iscariot to betray
Jesus. Yet, in the midst of impending betrayal and turmoil, Jesus,
motivated by an unwavering love for His own, demonstrates the full
extent of His love. Rising from the supper table, Jesus takes off His
outer garments, covers Himself with a towel, and pours water into a
basin. The Master becomes the servant, and with profound humility,
He begins to wash the feet of His disciples. This cultural act of
hospitality reserved for the lowliest of servants carries a weighty
symbolism—it signifies cleansing and a humble readiness to serve.

Simon Peter, initially resistant, questions the appropriateness of
Jesus washing his feet. The response of Jesus carries a timeless truth:
"If I do not wash you, you have no share with me" (John 13:8b,
ESV). The act of foot-washing 1s more than a physical cleansing; it
points to a deeper, spiritual cleansing that 1s essential for fellowship
with Christ. Peter's willingness to be washed entirely is met with a



reminder that those who have been bathed need only their feet
washed—an acknowledgment of the ongoing purification needed in
the journey of faith.

As Jesus concludes this act of humility, He resumes His place at the
table, prompting a profound reflection on the significance of His
actions. He asks His disciples, "Do you understand what I have done
to your" The roles of Teacher and Lotd are rightfully attributed to
Jesus, yet His embodiment of servanthood challenges their
expectations, and indeed ours also. With the act of foot-washing,
Jesus establishes a paradigm shift—an example that transcends
cultural norms, societal expectations, and human pride. The words
that follow resonate as a clarion call to all who would follow Christ:
"If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example,
that you also should do just as I have done to you" (John 13:14-15,
ESV). The mandate of love isn't a mere sentiment; it is a call to
tangible, selfless service—a reflection of Christ's sacrificial love for
us. Jesus reinforces this truth by asserting the principle of humility
and service. A servant 1s not greater than the master, nor is a
messenger greater than the sender. In embracing the way of love and
service, disciples enter into a blessedness that comes from living out
the teachings of Christ. Knowing and understanding these truths are
essential, but the true blessing comes in the doing.

As we commemorate Maundy Thursday, let us be gripped by the
significance of the mandate of love. Jesus, the humble servant, calls
us to love one another as He has loved us. May our lives reflect the
humility and sacrificial love demonstrated by our Lord. In our
service to others, may we echo the profound truth that a servant is
not greater than the Master. As we partake in the Lord’s Supper, may
it be a tangible expression of our commitment to walk in the way of
love, emulating the One who loved us to the end.
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Senold the Man: A Joumey to Golgotha

Good Friday

As we stand at the precipice of the profound and somber events
described in John 19:1-18, we find ourselves tracing the steps of
Jesus on His journey to Golgotha, the Place of the Skull. This
passage encapsulates the trials, the mockery, and the ultimate
cructfixion of our Saviour, revealing not only the cruelty inflicted
upon Him but also the depth of His love and the significance of the
sacrifice He willingly embraced for our redemption.

1 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the soldiers
twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head and
arrayed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him, saying,
“Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands.

4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing
him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.”
5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the
purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 6 When
the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out,
“Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him
yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 7 The
Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law
he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.”
8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid.

9 He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where
are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate said
to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I
have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?”

11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me
at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he
who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.”



12 From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews
cried out, “If you release this man, you are not Caesar’s friend.
Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” 13 So
when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat
down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone
Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of
Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He
said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away
with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them,
“Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We
have no king but Caesar.” 16 So he delivered him over to them
to be crucified. So they took Jesus, 17 and he went out, bearing
his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which
in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and
with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between
them. 19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the
cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”

The scene unfolds with Pilate, the Roman governor, grappling with
the political and religious machinations of the Jewish leaders.
Secking to appease the crowd, Pilate orders the flogging of Jesus, a
brutal act of scourging that would have left Him battered and
bloodied. The soldiers, with hearts hardened by the callousness of
their occupation, mockingly dress Jesus in a purple robe and weave a
crown of thorns for His head, proclaiming, "Hail, King of the
Jews!" Their cruel taunts and physical blows underscore the depth of
human sinfulness and the magnitude of the sacrifice Jesus was about
to endure. Pilate, aware of Jesus' innocence, presents Him to the
crowd, hoping that the pitiful sight of a beaten and humiliated man
would evoke mercy. "Behold the man!" he declares, inviting the
people to reconsider the severity of their demands. Little did Pilate
know that he was uttering a profound truth transcending the
immediate circumstances. In that battered figure, wearing the crown



of thorns, humanity was invited to behold the very Son of God,
who willingly took on the form of a servant for our sake.

The response of the chief priests and officers is chilling. Instead of
compassion, they cry out for Jesus' crucifixion, asserting their
allegiance to the oppressive Roman rule. The desperation to
eliminate this perceived threat to their authority blinds them to the
divine reality standing before them. Pilate, caught between political
pressure and his own sense of justice, interrogates Jesus. When
asked about His origin, Jesus responds with a statement that
reverberates with divine authority: "You would have no authority
over me at all unless it had been given you from above." In those
words, Jesus acknowledges a higher sovereign power at play,
submitting Himself to the overarching plan of redemption
orchestrated by the Father. As Pilate seeks to release Jesus, the crowd
plays its final card, invoking the spectre of rebellion against Caesar.
Faced with the threat of being accused of disloyalty, Pilate succumbs
to the clamour for crucifixion. In a poignant moment, he
pronounces, "Behold your King!" The chief priests reject this claim,
declaring their allegiance to Caesar over the acknowledgment of
Jesus as King. The narrative then moves inexorably towards
Golgotha. The weight of the cross, with its splinters digging into
Jesus' battered frame, becomes a symbol of the burden He willingly
carried for humanity. The Place of the Skull, named for its skull-like
appearance, becomes the stage for the climax of redemptive history.

Crucifixion, a gruesome form of execution, was reserved for the
vilest of criminals. Yet, in God's divine paradox, the sinless Lamb of
God bore the weight of our sins upon that cruel instrument of
death. Two others are crucified alongside Jesus, emphasising the
criminal context of His execution. As we journey to Golgotha
through this text, we are invited to behold the Man who, in the
depths of suffering, reveals the boundless love of God. The crown
of thorns, the brutal flogging, and the weight of the cross all point



to the sacrificial Lamb who willingly laid down His life for our
redemption. The journey to Golgotha is not merely a historical
account; it is an invitation to witness the depth of God's love and
the transformative power of the cross.

As we meditate on this passage, may our hearts be stirred with
gratitude for the One who bore our sins and endured the shame of
the cross. May we respond to the call to "behold the Man,"
recognising the significance of His sacrifice and the immeasurable
love that flowed from that hill called Golgotha. In our
contemplation, may we find renewal, redemption, and a deepened
commitment to follow the crucified and risen Saviour, who beckons
us to behold Him, embrace His love, and share it with a broken
world.






BLACK SATURDAY

THE SILENT SATURDAY




The Slent Saturday: Embracing Hope In
the Shadows

Black Saturday

In the unfolding drama of Christ's crucifixion, the Gospels provide
vivid details of the events leading up to and immediately following
His death. Yet, nestled in the silence between Good Friday and
Resurrection Sunday is a day that often goes unnoticed—the quiet
and mysterious Sabbath, the day after the crucifixion. Matthew
27:62-606 offers a glimpse into the anxious concerns of the chief
priests and Pharisees as they approach Pilate, seeking to secure the
tomb of Jesus.

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief
priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said,
“Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still
alive, ‘After three days I will rise.” 64 Therefore order the tomb
to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and
steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the
dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate
said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as
secure as you can.” 66 So they went and made the tomb secure
by sealing the stone and setting a guard.

As the world rested on the Sabbath, the disciples, in all likelthood,
gathered in secret, behind closed doors, their hearts heavy with grief
and fear. The One they had followed, loved, and believed to be the
Messiah was now crucified and laid in a cold, dark tomb. The
shadow of the cross loomed large, and the silence of that Saturday
must have been punctuated by the whispers of doubt and despair.
The chief priests and Pharisees, on the other hand, were not resting
in sorrow; instead, they were restless with anxiety. Fearful that the
disciples might attempt to steal the body and claim a resurrection,



they sought Pilate's intervention to secure the tomb. Their actions
reveal a desperate attempt to quash any potential uprising or
proclamation of a risen Messiah. In their appeal to Pilate, the
religious leaders refer to Jesus as an "impostor" and remind Pilate of
His claim to rise after three days. The irony is profound, as they
unintentionally acknowledge the very prophecy they sought to
suppress. The request for a guard and the sealing of the tomb with a
stone are futile attempts to contain the power of God and dety the
unfolding of divine providence.

Pilate, perhaps weary of the relentless scheming, acquiesces to their
request, allowing them to make the tomb as secure as they can. Little
did they know that their efforts to prevent a fraudulent resurrection
would be overpowered by the undeniable reality of a genuine one. In
the midst of this scene, we find the disciples in the shadows of their
own fears. The weight of grief, the crushing blow of
disappointment, and the looming uncertainty of the future
enveloped them. Yet, unbeknownst to them, the silence of Saturday
held within it the pregnant pause before the greatest revelation in
human history—the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The disciples,
hidden in the shadows, were about to witness the miraculous
transformation of despair into hope, of mourning into joy. The
grave, sealed and guarded, could not contain the power of the One
who declared, "I am the resurrection and the life" (John 11:25, ESV).
In the silence of Saturday, God was orchestrating a symphony of
redemption that would echo through eternity.

For us, the silent Saturday serves as a reminder that even in the
darkest moments of our lives, when all seems lost, God is at work. It
is a period of waiting, of trusting in His promises, even when the
evidence of His presence may seem veiled. The disciples, in their
uncertainty, could not fathom the victory that awaited them on
Resurrection Sunday. As we navigate our own silent Saturdays—
those times of waiting, uncertainty, and quiet reflection—may we



hold on to the assurance that God is at work behind the scenes. The
tomb may be sealed, the stone may seem immovable, but our hope
rests not in our circumstances but in the God who turns mourning
into dancing and despair into delight.

In the quiet of Saturday, let us embrace the hope that transcends the
shadows. Just as the dawn of Resurrection Sunday dispelled the
darkness of that day, the promise of God's faithfulness shines a light
that guides us through the silent seasons of our lives. The silence of
Saturday may be real, but so is the unwavering hope we have in the
risen Saviour who turns the darkest nights into the brightest
mornings.



RESURRECTION SUNDAY

RESURRECTION MORNING




~esurrection Moming. From Death to Lite

Resurrection Sunday

In the hushed moments before dawn on the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalene ventured to the tomb where her beloved Teacher
and Lord had been laid to rest. Little did she know that this early
morning pilgrimage would mark the turning point in human history
—the moment when the shadows of the crucifixion would give way
to the brilliance of resurrection. The narrative in John 20:1-18
unfolds a profound encounter with the risen Saviour, as grief is
transformed into joy, and the world witnesses the victory of life over

death.

1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to
the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone
had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved,
and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went
out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the
tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And
stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he
did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and
went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and
the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with
the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the
other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in,
and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand
the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the
disciples went back to their homes.



11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept
she stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels
in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the
head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she
did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman,
why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him
to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him
away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him
in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said
to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the
Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ”

18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I
have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.

The scene begins with Mary, the devoted follower, discovering that
the stone sealing the tomb had been rolled away. Filled with concern,
she sprinted to find Peter and the disciple whom Jesus loved—]John.
Breathless, she delivered the unexpected news: "They have taken the
Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid
him.” Responding to this urgent message, Peter and John raced to
the tomb. John arrived first but hesitated at the entrance. Peter, ever
impulsive, charged in and beheld the linen cloths lying there, the
burial garments that had once enshrouded the lifeless body of Jesus.
The face cloth, meticulously folded, lay separate from the linen—a
detail laden with symbolic significance. John, upon entering, saw and
believed, yet the full understanding of the Scriptures concerning the
resurrection had not yet illuminated their hearts. Having witnessed
the emptiness of the tomb, Peter and John returned to their homes,
leaving Mary lingering at the burial site. Overwhelmed with sorrow,



she stooped to peer into the tomb, only to be met by a stunning
sight—two figures in white, positioned where the body of Jesus had
lain. Inquiring about her tears, they asked, "Woman, why are you
weeping?" Mary, focused on her anguish, replied, "They have taken
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him."

At this juncture, Mary turned and beheld a figure standing nearby.
Unaware that it was Jesus, she mistook him for the gardener. Her
desperate plea, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you
have laid him, and I will take him away," reveals the depth of her
devotion and grief. Then, with a single word, the risen Christ
shattered the darkness, calling her by name: “Mary." In that tender,
life-changing moment, recognition dawned upon her, and she
exclaimed in Aramaic, "Rabbonil"—an intimate term signifying
Teacher. But Jesus, in His glorified state, cautioned her, "Do not
cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father." The
resurrection had ushered in a new reality, and Jesus had a mission yet
to fulfil. He instructed Mary to go and announce to the disciples, "I
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God." Mary, transformed from a mourner to a messenger, hastened
to deliver the news. Bursting with joy, she declared to the disciples, "I
have seen the Lord," sharing the profound encounter and the
message of Jesus.

The resurrection morning unfolds as a tapestry of emotions—grief
turning into astonishment, despair into joy, and mourning into a
declaration of victory. Mary's journey from the empty tomb to the
disciples epitomises the transformative power of the resurrection. In
encountering the risen Christ, Mary became a herald of hope,
carrying the message that death could not contain the Author of life.

As we reflect on this resurrection account, may our hearts resonate
with the truth that the tomb is empty, and Jesus is alive. In our
moments of grief and despair, may we, like Mary, encounter the



living Saviour, whose resurrection power transforms our sorrow into
joy. The message of Easter resounds: He is risen indeed! May we,
like Mary, become messengers of this glorious truth, proclaiming the
victory of life over death and inviting others into the transformative
embrace of the risen Christ.
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EMBRACING THE
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—mbracing the Resurrected Life: A Call to
Hope and Victory

As we journey through the rich tapestry of the Easter narrative,
from the somber shadows of the crucifixion to the radiant dawn of
the resurrection, our hearts are beckoned to embrace the profound
truths that underpin the Christian faith. The events surrounding the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ stand as a testament to the
unyielding love of God, the transformative power of redemption,
and the promise of a victorious and resurrected life for all who
believe.

The crucifixion, the silent Saturday, and the glorious resurrection
morning collectively form the heartbeat of Christianity—an
unbroken rhythm of love, hope, and triumph. In the darkest hour,
when the weight of sin hung heavy on the cross, God's love
lluminated the world. In the silence of Saturday, as uncertainty
gripped the disciples, God was orchestrating the greatest victory of
all time. And in the brilliance of resurrection, death was defeated,
and life triumphant.

In the crucifixion, we encounter the sacrificial love of Jesus, who
willingly bore the sins of humanity on the cross. The crimson stains
of His blood paint a vivid picture of redemption, offering
forgiveness, cleansing, and the promise of eternal life. As Christians,
we are called to embrace the profound truth that, through the cross,
we have been set free from the shackles of sin and death. The
crucifixion is not a symbol of defeat but a gateway to victory—a
victory that beckons us to live in the freedom and grace bestowed
upon us.

The silent Saturday, though often overlooked, carries a message of
hope for every believer navigating periods of waiting and
uncertainty. In the quiet of our lives, when answers seem elusive and



God appears silent, we are reminded that He is at work behind the
scenes. Just as the disciples could not fathom the glory that awaited
them on Resurrection Sunday, we, too, can trust that God's plans for
us are filled with hope and purpose. The silent Saturdays in our lives
are pregnant with the promise of a resurrected morning, where joy
will replace sorrow and hope will eclipse despait.

And then, the crescendo of the resurrection morning—the
triumphant declaration that He is risen! The empty tomb, the angelic
proclamation, and the encounters with the risen Christ all converge
to proclaim the victory of life over death. As Christians, we stand on
the solid foundation of the resurrection, knowing that the same
power that raised Jesus from the dead is at work within us. This
resurrection power 1s not confined to a historical event but is a
present reality in the lives of those who believe.

The empty tomb is an enduring symbol of hope, reminding us that
the grave is not our final destination. The resurrection morning
propels us to live with a profound awareness of the victory we
possess in Christ. In our daily challenges, struggles, and uncertainties,
we are invited to view life through the lens of resurrection—a lens
that sees possibilities in impossibilities, beauty in brokenness, and
victory in apparent defeat. As Christians, this Easter narrative is not
merely a historical account but a living and transformative reality. It
is an invitation to embrace the resurrected life—a life marked by
forgiveness, freedom, and an unwavering hope in the promises of
God. The resurrection is not solely an event confined to the pages
of Scripture but a power that continues to transform lives, bringing
healing, restoration, and purpose. Let the Easter story resonate
deeply within our hearts. Let the crucifixion draw us closer to the
boundless love of our Saviour. Let the silent Saturdays instil in us a
patient trust in God's timing. Let the resurrection morning inspire us
to live with a confident assurance in the victory we have through



Christ. The empty tomb stands as an eternal reminder that, in Christ,
we are more than conquerors.

May this Easter season be a time of renewal, as we reflect on the
profound truths of our faith. May the resurrection power of Jesus
Christ invigorate our lives, infusing us with hope, joy, and a steadfast
confidence in the victorious life we are called to live. Let the
resurrection echo in our hearts every day, inspiring us to walk in the
fullness of the resurrected life—a life anchored in the love, grace,
and triumph of our risen Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.



FROM DEATH TO LIFE

Embark on a transformative journey through the
pivotal moments of Easter with 'From Death to Life.'
This devotional invites readers to delve into the
profound narrative of Jesus Christ's crucifixion and
triumphant resurrection. Exploring the depths of
Christ's love, the resilience of hope, and His timeless
victory, the devotional guides us through the
redemptive story of Easter week. May it deepen our
appreciation for God's love, ignite unwavering hope,
and lead us to embrace a resurrected life marked by
forgiveness, freedom, and confidence in our risen

Saviout.



